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Cow numbers hold steady, milk
production increases

Progressive Dairy Managing Editor Karen Lee

Milk production increased in 2023, up 1.5% (1,396,883 hectolitres)
from 2022. More milk production came from the P5, up 1.8%, over the
Western Milk Pool, which increased 0.5% for the year.

Cow numbers held steady at 969,500, up 100 from the year before.
With little change in cow numbers, the increase in overall milk
production can be attributed to more milk per cow. Canada’s average
milk per cow rose 1.5% or an additional 143 litres per cow. Largest
gains were seen in Prince Edward Island (9.9%), Nova Scotia (7.9%) and
Ontario (5%).

Nearly 300 farms stopped shipping milk in 2023. With the minimal
change in total cow numbers, the result was an increase in the average
herd size. Farm size continues to grow more in the west with Alberta’s
average herd size up an additional 18 cows and Manitoba up 11 cows.
Across the four western provinces, average herd size is 184 cows, while
the P5 average herd size is 89 cows.

Total dairy cash receipts came in at $8.5 billion, up 9% from 2022.
'The increase in farm input prices slowed in 2023. Total farm input
prices were up 3.8% last year. A drop of 20.6% in the cost of machinery
fuel helped to lower the total cost of inputs.

'The dairy trade balance widened to more than -$1 billion. This
deficit has been increasing over the past three years, and the net
trade difference is now twice the size it was from 2017-20.

Dairy product exports by value were down 3%, while dairy
product imports increased 10% from 2022. 2
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Top 10 countries selling
dairy products to Canada

3 Rank Country 2023 Imports Percent change
ente" n g (in dollars) from 2022
cunudu 1 U.s. $756,195,961 6%
By value
2 New Zealand $216,150,969 38%
3 Italy $140,730,068 1%
4 France $87,814,167 12%
Specialty cheese 33.1% Casein 3.0% 5 Netherlands $42,972,927 29,
Butter 19.4% @ "ce24% 3 Switzerland $39,414,195 1%
@ vps 7% @ sue/wipe 1.5% 72| United Kingdom  $38,285,970 25%
@ vikandCream6:1% @ Otrers 124% 1 Ireland $32,666,327 39%
@ Checar 6.0% 2 Denmark $32,022,117 15%
Whey 5.5%
1[I Germany $27,733,257 -1%

. Processed cheese 3.5% s
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Top 10 countries buying
Canada dairy products

Rank Country 2023 Exports Percent change
Cunudu (in dollars) from 2022
By value 1 us. $293,253,383 21%
72 Egypt $40,607,097 -49%
<3 Algeria $26,300,958 -18%
"= United Arab Emirates  $16,432,497 68%
@ svrwnP 197% @ Ice cream 3.4% S Phiippines $12.886.734 4%
Yogurt 17.3% Processed Cheese 2.9% 6 Japan $11,740.162 249,
Specialty cheese 16.7% . Cheddar cheese 1.7% 7 R $7.469,292 739%
@ vic15.9% ® Puter 0.5% B Mexico $6,003,587 2%
Whey 12.4% sk ?: Tf: dzd‘:w/: nikponder U India $5,914,040 -14%
@ vikgoeam38%  amimkorss [ South Korea $5,290,807 -39%

“Buttermilk, evaporated milk, condensed
milk, milk albumin, casein, dairy spreads, etc.

. Lactose 3.4%

—

Choose a WeCover Fabric Roof

Natural light and airflow make an ideal environment
for livestock gains and dairy production.

WEAGOVER

v

Choose a WeCover Steel Roof
Ideal for shop and storage buildings, with
the option of being lined and insulated.

1-866-224-6688
wecover.net
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British Columbia .
Manitoba
511,705 4 +0.0% L 28,500 150 N 108,373 4 +0.3% 3,537,041 A +1.9%
L 80,100 437 N 10,094 190 N 44,600 232 361,000 4,384 (
<
(N 10,134 183 U8 $249 $41,793 ‘W 9,156 192 9,798 82
L S788 $36,626 UM $357 $39,948 $3,111 $24,000
Alberta
3 837,752 4 +1.0% gqgi:w A +1.8%
<M 85,600 4717 210 o
315,600 3,233
' 0,787 179 10027 .
il 5776 350776 $2,773 $24,000

Source: Canadian Dairy Information Centre (CDIC), Statistics Canada.
Statistical ties are represented by the same numerical ranking.
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Percentage increase/
, decrease in total milk
from 2022

Province ranking — total
milk production

New Brunswick
162,992 A +1.8%

8 Province ranking-

Total milk production in

calendar year (in kilolitres) number of farms with
Provi ki milk shipments
rovince ranking — )
number of cows 64 Number of farms with

milk shipments

Number of cows ) )
Province ranking-

average herd size
=~ Average herd size
Province ranking

24,000 value of quota

== Quota value*

Province ranking —
milk litres per cow

Milk per cow (in litres)

Dairy receipts as a
percentage of province’s

total farm receipts Zthelr;gtl;%ro tfiay)
Dairy receipts
annual total
(in millions of dollars)

All information is from 2023, unless otherwise noted.
*Weighted average using total production quota

Tubeline BaleWrappers provide a fast and efficient way to get hay off the field
and put up high-quality silage. Allowing producers to deliver the nutrient-rich,
palatable, easily digestible hay that your dairy or cattle herds crave.

8 Myttt Yot AT
N 16,200 164 20,500 198
L8N 10,061 99 10,250 104
12% B LY $24,000 $186 $24,000
Canada
9,589,291 A +1.5%
969,500 A 0.0% | 9,443 Y -296
9,891 A +1.5 103 A +3
$8,551 9% $28,315* . :
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(208) 324-7513 or (800) 320-1424
FAX: (208) 324-1133

> (British Columbia, Alberta,
; - geglorl;zglrand LL %’Z’s s QSasskatchewan, Man/toba)A .
47,265 A +0.4% y949, +0.5%
: 5,200 23 238,800 A +2.2% 1,296 Y -49
} 9,090 226 9822 Y-1.7% 184 A +11
5o - $2,170 4.0% $41,110*

P5 (Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island)

) Pri Edward Island 0
Pringe Edward Isan 7,196,530 A +1.8%
12,200 145 725,500 Y -0.7% | | 8,124 Y -245
9,976 84 9,919 A+26% |89 A+2
$110 $24,000 $6,327 17% $24,000* borr

*Weighted average using total production quota

Percentage Percentage Percentage  Number Change in

Province Total milk . . Milk . Change in
. increase/ Number of increase/ increase/ of farms number of Average
total . production . . per cow . . . . . : avg herd
. Province T decrease in COWS decrease in . decrease in  with milk farms with milk herd size _.
production (in kilolitres) L milk f 202 ber of (in litres) ilk hi hi . 202 size from
— 2023 total milk from 023 number of cows 2023 milk per cow shipments shipments from 023 2022
2022 from 2022 from 2022 2023 2022

1 Quebec 3,537,041 19 361,000 2.0 9,798 -0. 4,384 -164 82 5

2 Ontario 3,164,657 1.8 315,600 -3.0 10,027 5.0 8,283 -65 98 -1

3 Alberta 837732 1.0 85,600 8.4 9,787 -6.8 477 -1 179 18

4 Eriici=) 811,705 0.4 80,100 TE 10134 28 437 24 183 5

Columbia
5 Manitoba 408,373 0.3 44,600 3.2 9,156 -2.8 232 -7 192 1
6 Saskatchewan 287687 -0.4 28,500 =31 10,094 2.7 150 -7 190 3
>

3 7 Nova Scotia 210,129 1.5 20,500 -6.0 10,250 79 198 -4 104 -4

8 New Brunswick 162,992 1.8 16,200 0.0 10,061 1.8 164 -3 99 2

9 p””f:luEfa’V”rd 12171 08 12,200 83 9,976 9.9 145 -9 84 2

10 L N 0.4 5,200 40 9,090 35 23 -2 226 26

and Labrador
CANADA TOTAL 9,589,291 1.5 969,500 0.0 9,891 1.5 9,443 -296 103 3

e i www.MHale.net

& STRAW BLOWER

Offering
You More!

300-Degree ; Joystick Self-Loading .
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2023 Dairy barns by type

Tiestall Freestall
Percentage
. Percentage of
Province Number Herd size bo;f,'gs(,f,(.-’tl:, Nutr:]tr)g; o Herd size freestall barns N u m b e r
with robots
robots Of bCII’I'IS
British Columbia 6 31 169 198 32%
Alberta 7 97 277 170 30%
Saskatchewan 6 N4 68 208 32%
) . . @ Tiestal (3640)59% @ Freestall (1,372) 22%
Manitoba 29 85 3% 96 236 58% @ ricstall with @ Freestall with
bots (65) 1% bots (1,068) 17%
Ontario 1106 62 0.3% 915 128 40% e R
Quebec 2,434 7 2% 725 131 59% 2 Y
hd
o
New Brunswick 4 66 89 140 45% e
E 5
Nova Scotia 42 66 66 139 32% ‘é
Prince Edward 0 e ok
ol 34 71 3% 46 13 24% E
Newfoundland o .=
and Labrador : 30 83% & st
[<b]
Total 3,705 2% 2,440 44% o
[b]
Q 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 J

Based on herds enrolled in milk recording program

Source: Lactanet
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SILOKING
SelfLine 4.0

The advantages | = {
speak for themselves: = :

» More Efficiency P More Comfort
» More Precision P More Savings

Features:
P 12 - 32 m? (425 - 1,130 ft*] mixing capacities
» Up to 50 km/h road speed with payload

To find your closest dealer, please visit:
www.silokingcanada.com

Follow us y n

SILOKING Canada Contact:
3300 Putnam Rd. Reto Ammann 519-384-0474
Putnam, ON Karl Terpstra 519-275-0299 S I Lo KI N G

Dennys Pychnenko 519-320-4812 € A N A D A



